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Send your letters to: To The 
TARDIS, Doctor Who Magazine, 
23 Redan Place. London W2 4SA. 























P ennant Roberts came to tele¬ 
vision after reading Physics at 
Bristol University. Unsure 
whether he had the intellectual 
stamina for a life of science, he was 
increasingly leaning towards a more 
artistic career, nurtured by his 
acting with various university 
groups. 

When he graduated he was 
offered a job as a sound manager for 
BBC Radio. Not convinced that 
radio was the medium for him, he 
took an opportunity of working for 
an emergent ITV station called West 
and Wales North, which employed 
him as a television floor manager. 

television was expanding. WWN 
had had difficulties recruiting and I 
got the job as a newcomer. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the IBA had miscalculated 

nine months, the station had closed 

Fortunately, Pennant wasn't out 
of a job for long. A new BBC Cymru 
service was being started up for 
Welsh language viewers, and a 
heavy recruiting landed him a post 
as an Assistant Floor Manager, a 
level down from his job at WWN: "I 
spent five years developing a broad 


Pennant Roberts 


Pennant Roberts was one of 
the most adept directors on 
Doctor Who. He came to the 
series in 1977, during the 
Tom Baker years, and stayed 
with the programme for 26 
subsequent episodes. 

Richard Marson heard ab¬ 
out Roberts' time on Who, 
and his script that was never 

understanding of all types of 
shows; Light Entertainment, Dra- 

to handling all sorts of groups and 
sizes of people. 

"In 1969, I came to London as a 
production manager, working in 
BBC Drama Series, and I spent the 
following years shuttling between 
Wales, where I could direct stuff, 
and London, where I showed the 
fruits of my labours to producers, in 
the hope of getting a directing job in 
London. By now, I'd homed in on 


drama completely, and was work¬ 
ing on shows like Softly, Softly and 
The Expert." 

Then, producer Terence Dudley 
(also to work on Doctor Who in years 
to come) gave Pennant his first 
chance to direct two episodes of 
Doomwatch. Soon after this came 
episodes of Softly, Softly and The 
Regiment, which took Pennant 
abroad for filming in Cyprus, and 
"cost the BBC a packet, but was 
great fun." 

Then the crunch came - Pennant 
had to decide whether to become a 
full time director or stay a produc¬ 
tion manager: "After a certain 
amount on attachment as a director, 
you had to go freelance. So after 
weighing up the financial pros and 
cons, I took the plunge in early 
1974." 

Pennant started off with commis- 

Sutherlani's Law, and Double Dealers, 
both of which were affected by an 
internal strike rather like the one 
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S Travelling 

ompaiiions 

In recent years, the tendency has been towards short-lived and less 
let Fielding, was 



To many people the 
workings of television 
are a mystery, so in this 
survey of the BBC, Pat¬ 
rick Mulkern attempts to 
unravel the structure of 
this complex organisa¬ 
tion. 


THE BBC 

The BBC is a very large and complex 
organisation. Its most famous land- 

Lane and Broadcasting House, the 
home of radio, in Portland Place. The 
BBC also has about forty other 



a BBC production 
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Featuring a comprehensive survey 

of the Tom Baker era 

With 

♦ARCHIVES - The Talons of 
Weng Chiang 
EPISODE CHART 

♦THE FILM THAT NEVER WAS-AND 
MORE! 

Plus 

♦THE CHANGING FACE OF 
GALLIFREY 












































Colin Baker 


EPISODE GUIDE 









THE TRIAL OF A 
TIME LORD-(Serial 
7B) 

Four Episodes 

Episode One, 4-10-86 

Sil and Crazier have Peri, the 
Doctor and Yrcanos at their 
mercy. Sil gloats as the Doctor 
is fastened to^an operating ^ 

on his head. This might force 


_./, distraught,' 

»ut a gurgling laugh. 

■plsode Two, 11-10 


chained to the 'rock of soi 
and being menaced by a 
distinctly altered Doctor. H< 
trying to force her to confe: 


Episode Three, 18-10-86 

Under the scorn and anger of 
Peri and Yrcanos, Frax is 
beginning to lose his nerve. 
Seizing what he thinks to be his 
chance, Yrcanos flings himself 
at Frax, only to be gunned 

him. Watching from the trial 
room, the Doctor is completely 
shattered, asserting that he was 
not responsible for the scene. 
The Valeyard says that what 
the Doctor thinks is completely 
contradicted by the reality of 

EpIsodeFour, 25-10-86 

In slow motion, Yrcanos 
crashes through the door of 
CrozieKs laboratory, firing at 
Sil's tank which explodes. The 
body of Peri/Kiv sits up and 


and sprays the r< 


m. The 


trial room, cannot believe that 
Peri is dead. The Valeyard. 
asserts that she had to die 
because the Doctor's 
negligence couldn't allow her 
to live. The Doctor counters 

taken out of time for another 

intention of finding out. 

Cast: Colin Baker (the Doctor), 
Nicola Bryant (Peri), Michael 
Jayston (the Valeyard), Lynda 
Bellingham (the Inquisitor), 
Brian Blessed (Yrcanos), 
Thomas Branch (Lukoser), 



NabilShaban (Sil), Trevor 
Laird (Frax), Patrick Ryecart 
(Crozier), Alibe Parsons 
(Matrona Kani), Christopher 
Ryan (Kiv), Richard Henry 
(Mentor), Gordon Wamecke 
(Tuza). 


Directed by Ron Jones, 
Written by Philip Martin, 
Designed by Andrew 
Howe-Davies, Incidental Music 
by Richard Hartley, Script 
Editor: Eric Saward, Produced 
by John Nathan-Tumer. 

THE TRIAL OF A 
TIME LORD-(Serial 
7C) 


Six Episodes 

Episode One, 1-11-86 

Mel has persuaded Edwardes 
to give her a guided tour of the 
cargo hold in the hydroponic 
centre. But, when he tries to 
open the inner gate he is 
electrified. The traumatised 
Mel rushes into the hold. The 
giant pods are beginning to 
erupt under the light from the 
arcing cable. From one of them 
pokes a waxy, olive, 
leaf-veined hand. 

Episode Two, 8-11-86 
The Doctor sends a guard to 
the lounge, telling him that 
there are passengers trapped 


there. Tossing Mel a s 
mask, he puts his own 
they both enter the is« 


light and opens a black tent 
surrounding the bed. Mel and 
the Doctor see the patient - a 
once-human face grotesquely 
latticed with straggly creeper 

hooded eyes snap open. 
Episode Three 15-11-86 

The Doctor tells Lasky and the 
Commodore that the ship is 
hitting more than just 
turbulence. Bruchner is aiming 
Hyperion Three straight into 
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MAG AZIN E™ 


Short Story Competition 

Winner, Over 15 Category. 


"We wait.” 

The four did not have to wait for long. Tegan was the 
first to realise that something was wrong. 

“Doctor, I feel dizzy!” she said. 

“It’s just some minor interference affecting the 
TARDIS's balance system,” replied the Doctor. “It'll 
correct itself soon.” 



By Stephen Moxon 


T egan glared at the tall silver shape watching Their attention was attracted by Turlough, who was 
over the steadily rising and falling time rotor at pointing to the time rotor. Something appeared to be 

the heart of the TARDIS console. Stupid robot, hovering just above it. It looks like a hen’s egg! Tegan 







































































































































































This month Nostalgia, the 
series to which you the 
readers can contribute your 


Pyramids Of Mars - an 
immensely popular 
adventure starring Tom 
Baker as the Doctor. 


PYRAMIDS OF MARS 

















humans within the area. 

7 can see the chase in the crackling 
woods with these horrible mummies 
stalking the Doctor - in particular, one 
breaking a hunting trap, showing 
enormous strength. Next, Ernie Cle¬ 
ments getting squashed between two of 
them. . . After this story, l was wary of 
opening wardrobes in case a mummy 
suddenly appeared!' 

David Hammond, 
Haddenham, Cambs. 


have remained firmly imprinted 
the robots tracked the hum. 


by the mummies through 
the chilling finale as the t 
crushed between the two giant figures. 
A moment of true horror - and also of 
pure TV magic. . . The character of 
Sutekh is for me the most evil creature 
the Doctor has faced. Actor Gabriel 
Woolf's voice perfectly caught the 
madness and hatred of the living.' 

Robert Cope, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

TERRIFYING SIGHT 

The Doctor expressed great con¬ 
cern when learning his opponent 
was Sutekh - an all powerful being. 
'If I'm right/ he said, 'the world is 

history.' By the end of the third 
episode, he realised he would have 


move a muscle. If this happened to you 
or me, we would find things to while 
away the millenium like estimating John 
Nathan-Turner's birthweight or 
Samantha Fox's chest measurement or 
going mad. . . How can the Doctor 
defeat him when Sutekh can destroy the 
world with one flick of his little pinky?' 

Stefan Burkey, 
Bude, Cornwall. 

On the Doctor's arrival, Sutekh 
had just witnessed the destruction 
of his rocket owing to the Time 
Lord's interference. Blind with 
rage, he subjected the Doctor t 


m of tc 


while : 


deduced his identity and purpose. 
Finally he decided to use the 
Doctor's TARDIS to send Scarman 
and the mummies to Mars. 
















